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B.C. 139)^ Antiochus " brake all the covenants which he
had made him afore/*58 and consequently the reign of
Simon became less prosperous, and the operations against
Sidetes must have put the Jews to great expense, seeing
that they sent into the field an army of 20,000 infantry
with cavalry.59 This would be a sufficient cause for a*
cessation of the silver coinage early in the fourth year of
Simon, and for an issue of a copper one.

7. The last argument which I here bring forward in
favour of the coins of the fourth year belonging to Simon
Maccabseus, is obtained from a coin existing in the collec-
tion of. the British Museum, and of which I here give
an engraving.

It will be seen that it is one of the small copper pieces
(the sixth of the shekel), and that on the obverse there is
the countermark of an elephant* Now, the elephant was a
special type of the Syrian kings. It was adopted as a coin-
type by Seleucus I. Nicator, who, marrying the daughter of
Sandrocottus (Chandra- Gupta), an Indian king, with whom
hejaad been at war for some time, received from him a pre-
sent of five hundred elephants.60 He was in consequence
called in derision, by Demetrius I. Poliorcetes, King of
Macedonia, " a ruler of elephants ."61 The type of the
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